BIO 104/ENGL 202

Human Body & Identity

Dickinson/Sheehy

Final Group Project Assignment

Throughout the course, we will be considering various forms of identity – human, racial, gendered and individualized – from within at least two disciplines – Biology and English. As we do, you will be meeting with a small group to investigate how you see identity playing out in the course and through these disciplines. At the end of the course, your group will be presenting your findings to the class. The following questions will guide you in your research and preparation:

1. How is identity determined?

a. How do the following contribute to identity:

i. Origin

ii. Status as human

iii. Race

iv. Gender

v. Status as individual

2. What are the consequences of these determining factors to identity?

a. How does each factor affect a specific part of identity?

b. What is the evidence for these effects? How can you show a cause and effect relationship for each?

Assignment requirements:

1. Incorporate and analyze four texts from the course. Explain thoroughly and carefully how you come to your analyses by close reading specific passages from each text which support your analysis.

2. Write a brief summary and narrative about what biological sciences have told us about each of the five areas of identity delineated above. How does this information change our interpretation of the literature written prior to these discoveries and analyses? Also discuss how the author might have changed his/her story if the text were written after these scientific discoveries, i.e. genetics, natural selection, etc.

3. Create a webpage for your group on which you

a. Provide links to sites which you use in your argument

b. A timeline which demarcates important people, events and achievements in science and the arts and demonstrates the effects of various biological and literary theories on these disciplines as well as on society

4. Provide content to the instructors on a cd, website and/or document

5. Create a handout for the class

6. Combine Biology and English content in each piece of your argument and presentation

7. Incorporate all group members into the group presentation

8. Write an individual analysis of the content, group project and presentation, and the effectiveness of your group as a team
